
Creating 
Narrative 
Tension

You know you want to grab the reader’s attention 
from the first page, but how? How do writers create 
the narrative tension that keeps the reader turning 
pages? Critically acclaimed novelist and longtime book 
and magazine editor Amelia Beamer will share tips for 
creating narrative tension. 

Amelia Beamer is the author of The Loving Dead (Night 
Shade Books),  one of Barnes & Noble’s top ten zombie 
novels of the past decade, as well as many stories in 
magazines and anthologies. Her fiction has made 
people laugh and given at least one person nightmares. 
She has worked as a magazine editor with Locus 
Magazine, a book editor with Shueisha English Edition, 
and as an independent book editor and career mentor 
with numerous independent authors writing science 
fiction, fantasy, and other popular fiction. Her website: 
ameliabeamer.com. 
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