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This Saturday!  Claim Your CWC Member Discount

        

 

As autumn comes to Marin County, the heat begins to ease, the days get shorter, and writers get a second wind. Could
you use some fresh inspiration and camaraderie to help you sprint to the 2025 finish line?

Join Dominican University of California MFA faculty for morning writing workshops followed by a shared meal (included
in the registration fee). In the afternoon, editors share tips on how to prepare your writing for publication. At the end of
the day, new book authors share their work and their stories. Come to the Dominican campus to grow as a writer and
connect with a writing community. CWC Members: use the code CWCDISCOUNT to get more than fifty percent
off! 

Workshops

Multi-media Ekphrastic Writing for Poets & Writers with Maw Shein Win.

Point of View: The Craft and Complexity of Third Person in Fiction and Creative Nonfiction with Claudia Morales.

Live Storytelling - A Quick Start Guide with Judy Halebsky.

Fiction Workshop 

Lectures

Tips from Editors to Writers with Julia Park Tracey of Sibylline Press and Marthine Satris of Heyday Books

First Books Panel with Weijia Pan and Mary Alice Stephens.

MFA Info Session with Judy Halebsky (optional)

$85 (CWC Members, use the discount code CWCDISCOUNT and pay only $35!)
 

DETAILS AND TICKETS HERE
 
 

October CWC Marin Author Meet and Greet at Copperfields 

Copperfields, Marin Country Mart, Larkspur

Saturday, October 25th, 11 am to 1 pm

On Saturday, October 25th, three of our members will showcase their books at Copperfield's Books in Larkspur (Marin
Country Mart, 2419 Larkspur Landing Circle) from 11 am to 2 pm. Come join the festive atmosphere, as it's also
Farmers' Market day, so you can pick up a basket of fresh strawberries.

The three featured authors are:

Mike Van Horn - Aliens Crashed in My Backyard
Colleen Dolan - Ghost Ship Fire
Mitchell Rossi - Sea of Betrayal 

Two other books by CWC Marin members will be
available for purchase:

Pirates of Sausalito by John Bryne Barry
Miners, Milkers, and Merchants by Marilyn L.
Geary 

Your presence will not only support our CWC
writers, it will also help ensure that Copperfield's
will continue to offer CWC members a space to
sell our books. And perhaps your book will be
featured there one day.

Come one, come all to cheer on your fellow CWC Marin authors! 
 

November Poetry Workshop

                          

   

 

Poets often write their poems in response to the work of other poets. Sometimes, these poets are close friends, sometimes they are
separated by years and generations. In this workshop, we'll discover and read great poems that have inspired later poets, and write our
own poems inspired by these sources. Come to the workshop with pen, paper, and a willingness to be surprised.

Judy Halebsky is the author of three poetry collections, most recently Spring and a Thousand Years (Unabridged). With Ayako
Takahashi, she translated a collection of Wago Ryoichi’s poems from Japanese to English titled, Since Fukushima. Her honors include
fellowships from MacDowell, Millay Arts, and the Vermont Studio Center as well as a Graves Award for Outstanding Teaching in the
Humanities. She directs the MFA in Creative Writing program at Dominican University of California.

This program is presented in collaboration with the California Writers Club of Marin and Dominican University.

RESERVE MY SEAT
 

Great Book Titles

You have a few minutes to kill at the airport, so you go into a bookshop. You're not looking for anything specific; you're just hankering
for a good read. What draws you to pick up one of the dozen books on the display table? An author you recognize? Yes. Great cover
design? Sure. The title? You bet!

A book title should hint about the plot. It should also make the reader curious. To my mind, short words are best. Drawing from the
NYTimes list of the best books of the twenty-first century, here are what I think are good and not-as-good titles (let's assume I've
never heard of these books).

I MIGHT PICK THIS BOOK UP

Bring Up the Bodies (from where? why? I like alliteration)
Never Let Me Go (sweet, sad)
The Savage Detectives (sounds thrilling and...sexy?) 
Runaway (who ran away? where did she go? why?)
10:04: A Novel (what happened? Earthquake? Plane crash?)

I'D BE LESS LIKELY TO PICK THIS UP

The Human Stain (sounds gross)
Outline (homework?)
The Vegetarian (yawn)
Demon Copperhead (huh?) 
The Years (sounds sluggish)

Do you agree? What are some of your favorite titles? Are you happy
with the title of your book? Let me know at marin@cwcmarin.com.

 
- Jean Gordon Kocienda

President, CWC Marin
www.jeangordonkocienda.com

 
 

The Anne T. Kent California Room 
A Marin County Free Library Resource 

There is a gem tucked away in the Marin County Free Library located on the top floor of the Marin Civic Center. The
California Room is a valuable and fascinating resource that appeals to the casual visitor, the informed layperson,
writers, and scholars. It is a collection of books and other library materials that provides a focused and carefully
developed resource center for anyone who visits. This treasure trove of materials is carefully crafted to identify and
preserve highly significant materials about California and Marin history and culture. Biance Finley Alpert, Librarian and
Archivist, and her very capable assistant Sarah, monitor and provide access to this information. They serve as an
invaluable contact and resource for other libraries and research centers in California and beyond. The California Room
sponsors writers’ workshops and works closely with book groups and clubs and does invite guest speakers. It is open
from 9:00 Am to 6:00 PM Monday through Fridays. Their telephone number is: (415) 473-7419. For drop in visitors, go
to the Information Desk for access.

- by Roberto De Haro
 

          

New Location! 
 

 
 

11 am Sunday, October 19th at Aroma Café
 

We're testing out a new location based on your feedback. We hope Aroma Café will be a) less cold/windy/exposed, b)
less noisy, c) conveniently located. There's free parking nearby on Sundays, GREAT food (seriously, check it out), and
it's quiet in the back part of the café on Sunday mornings.

We'll still break into two groups if there are more than ten people. The Café has agreed to host us on the very
reasonable condition that EVERY attendee purchase something, even if it's just a cup of plain coffee. Questions? Email
Daniel Bacon at marin@cwcmarin.com. 
 

 
Member News

SHOUT OUTS!

Welcome to our New Members 
Mical Rezoni
Nick Burdick
Robyn Brooks
Barbara Carbone

...And returning member Tinman Walker

We’re so glad you’ve joined us!

Special Shout Out to our Members who renewed their membership for another year. Thank you! We appreciate you.

 
 

Colleen Dolan’s book, The Ghost Ship Fire,  A Mother's Search for Answers will be on display as part of the Red
Penguin Books booth as a "spotlight author" with a video pitch at the 5-day Frankfurt Book Fair, October 15-19. In addition,
she will be participating in person with a table at Hayward Public Library's first Local Author Festival on Saturday, October
4th, from 12-2 pm. https://www.colleendolanwrites.com/

Mitchell Rossi will be signing copies of his historical thriller Sea of Betrayal during San Francisco Fleet Week at the dock
of the USS Pampanito—one of the famed WWII submarines that inspired the novel. Come aboard Pier 45 on Saturday, Oct.
11, or Sunday, Oct. 12, to talk history, stories, or say hello! https://www.mitchellsamrossi.com/

Congratulations to Roberto de Haro for the review of his new novel, Blood Vendetta (Gatekeeper Press: 2025), in the US
Review of Books. (https://www.theusreview.com/reviews-1/Blood-Vendetta-by-Roberto-de-Haro.html). “Roberto de Haro
pens a tightly woven thriller that will grip fans of fast-paced, globe-trotting suspense until the final
page.” https://gatekeeperpress.com/product/blood-vendetta-9781662966484-paperback/

Rosie Sorenson, MA, MFT, won the 2025 NYC Big Book Award Distinguished Favorite for her book If You’d Only Listen: A
Medical Memoir of Gaslighting, Grit & Grace (https://www.nycbigbookaward.com/2025-favorites/9798218442460 She
also a also appeared as a podcast guest for the National Association of Memoir Writers with host and interviewer Linda Joy
Myers (http:// https://vimeo.com/1100678100). For more information: https://www.amazon.com/If-Youd-Only-Listen-
Gaslighting-ebook/dp/B0DDHRG747/

 

Carol Jacobson will be participating in a virtual panel discussion with educators of black history
using art. This is in conjunction with her book launch for her second coloring book, Women of
Color and Accomplishment. Fri., Oct. 24, 6:00 – 8:00 pm. Community Media Center of Marin,
819 A Street, San Rafael. https://www.caroljacobsen.org/talks/

Sandy White has written close to seventy-five short poems called cinquains for her new book,
the American Cinquain. It calls attention to the short form, invented in the early 1900s by
Adelaide Crapsey. It is a story told in 22 syllables, 2-4-6-8-2. Too few people know of the
American Cinquain. Available now on Amazon or from the publisher
at www.finishinglinepress.com.

We’re delighted to announce that Robin Cohn has joined the Executive Board of CWC Marin. Robin’s generous volunteer
service have strengthened our community. https://cwcmarin.com/about/

Memoir writing opportunity: An archivist is seeking help in writing a biography of a well-known artist and philanthropist.
This requires previous experience in biographical or memoir writing, along with connections to publishers. If you're
interested, please contact Yvonne Baginski at the Napa CWC branch, yvonnebaginski@gmail.com.

Have something to shout about? We want to celebrate with you. Maybe you finished a draft or found a key piece of
evidence for your manuscript. Maybe you got a poem published. Whatever it is, let us know. It's good for all of us to see our
peers moving forward, meeting goals, and getting recognized! Email us at marin@cwcmarin.com. 

Want to write for our blog?  We recently updated our submission criteria to allow for a wider variety of topics. You can now
submit personal essays and flash fiction in addition to writing/marketing/ publishing tips. Interested?  Check out our blog
page for specific criteria: https://cwcmarin.com/blog/

 

Writing a Family Memoir: A Journey Worth Taking 
By Ryann Willis

Writing a memoir based on family history can be an extraordinary adventure, one I
highly recommend undertaking. My just-completed manuscript is based on my
grandfather, an aviation pioneer, who died when my father was only four years old.
Like many who have written family-based stories, I initially did not set out to write a
full book. 

My inspiration came from my grandmother. When she passed away at ninety-nine, I
inherited her collection of never-before-seen photographs, articles, and an extensive
array of newspaper clippings. What began as a casual attempt to learn more about
my ancestors for a short Shutterfly project turned into an eight-year journey of
discovery. 
 
Whether our experiences with family are positive or negative, family often serves as
the cornerstone of our lives, with each family being unique in its own way, shaped by
its history, traditions, and shared experiences. Filling in the gaps of the past can be
both challenging and rewarding. Every story, every discovery, can provide
unexpected insights into our own journeys. Delving into the past can also lead to
family myths being shattered and uncomfortable truths being revealed. Yet, the truth
can also bring liberation, freeing us from the burden of the unknown. While working
on the book, I learned that my grandfather was not only an airline founder but also a World War I submariner, so if you're
thinking about writing about your forebearers, I say damn the torpedoes and full speed ahead.

Ryann Willis is the granddaughter of airline pioneer Jack Maddux and the first cousin of Senator John McCain. She graduated from UCLA
and is a former employee of Apple, Inc., as well as the owner of a successful art dealing and appraisal business. She currently serves as a
member of the Board of Directors of the Aero Club of Southern California, where she also holds the position of Historian. Additionally, she is
an active member of several aviation organizations, including the NAA, the Society for Aviation History, and the National Aviation Hall of
Fame.

(Photo: Ryann’s grandmother Rowena Maddux Willis, from her wedding day to Jack Maddux. Rowena was former Senator John McCain’s
aunt. Photo courtesy of Ryann Willis)
 

Writers' Night Out 

      

Poetry Workshop Series 
 

                                                 

Click here to register!

Upcoming Events

This is just a sampler of things going on in our area and online. Be sure to check our fellow CWC branch websites
( https://calwriters.org/cwcbranches/). Some events come up too quickly for this monthly newsletter, so follow us on
Facebook as well. We appreciate your tips! If you know of upcoming events that fellow members might enjoy, please
let us know at marin@cwcmarin.com. 

CWC Marin offerings are highlighted in red. All times are Pacific zone and events are free of charge, unless otherwise
specified. 

Wed., Oct. 1 , 5:30 – 6:30 pm.  How to Sell More Books CWC SF Peninsula. This presentation will break down
creative ways to build a foundation that will support your book and build your success with a simple pathway to create
more book sales. Online event, $10. For more information. 

Fri., Oct. 3 is the deadline to submit for Local Authors Night Out, which will be held on Nov. 12 at the Belvedere
Tiburon Library. They are seeking local authors and illustrators who live in Belvedere, Tiburon, and Strawberry for this
ongoing series. “Share a short reading from your work, be part of a panel discussion, and take questions from the
audience.” Submissions are accepted on a rolling basis, so if you're not selected for November, there will be other
opportunities.  For more information

Sat., Oct. 4, 10:00 – 3:30 pm. You are invited to a CWC Event, Dominican Writing Retreat. Join MFA faculty for
morning writing workshops followed by a group meal. In the afternoon, editors share tips on how to prepare your
writing for publication and new book authors share their stories. Dominican University. $35 with CWC discount. See
details for event above. 

Mon., Oct. 6, 6:00 pm. Marin Poetry Center Anthology Launch. Mill Valley Public Library, Creekside Room. Come
celebrate the Marin Poetry Center's twenty-seventh issue. Hear poets from Marin and the surrounding Bay Area as they
read their work on an array of pivotal events—the music, landscapes, loves, traumas, sadnesses, and joys that made
these writers who they are. Anthologies will be available, as will light refreshments. 375 Throckmorton Ave. Registration
required. For more information

Wed., Oct. 8 – Sat., Nov. 8. Check out LitQuake 2025, one of the premier San Francisco literary and cultural
events. For more information

Wed., Oct. 8, 4:00 - 5:30pm. Poetry Workshop: Landmarking, Memory Mapping, and the Great Migration West.
Oakland-based poet and scholar Wendy M. Thompson will lead a workshop exploring the built environment with a
focus on the Black Bay Area. The session will include discussion, self-reflection, and a reading from Thompson’s debut
poetry collection, Black California Gold. Civic Center Library, 3501 Civic Center Dr, Room 427, San Rafael.
For more information

Mon., Oct. 20, 6:30 pm. Booksmart: Stories about the books that have changed us. Bring a book for the book
swap. Beck Robbins of Books Not Bans will be on hand to talk about her work getting books into the hands of LGBT+
kids. Co-presented with LitCamp and Page Street. Prosecco, wine & fancy nonalcoholic drinks available. Free, $10-15
suggested donation. 297 Page (at Laguna), San Francisco.
For more information

Mon., Oct. 21, 6:30 doors open, event begins at 7:00 pm. The Who, What, When & How of Literary Prizes. Panel of
experienced judges will explain the process of submitting to, being nominated for, and being chosen as a finalist/award
winner for a variety of awards, including the National Book Critics Circle awards, the National Book Awards, Pulitzer
Prize, PEN/Faulkner Award in Fiction, and Aspen Words Literary Prize. Co-presented with the National Book Critics
Circle. Prosecco, wine & fancy nonalcoholic drinks available. 297 Page Street (at Laguna) in SF. This event is free, but
space is limited, so be sure to register in advance.

Sat., Oct. 25, 11 am - 1 pm. CWC Author Meet and Greet Event at Copperfield's in Larkspur. Come support our
CWC members Mitchell Sam Rossi (Sea of Betrayal), Colleen Dolan (Ghost Ship Fire), and Mike Van Horn (Aliens
Crashed in my Backyard). Copperfield's Books at Marin Country Mart, 2419 Larkspur Landing Circle, Larkspur.
 
Sat., Nov. 1, 1:00 pm. Sponsored by CWC and Dominican University . Judy Halebsky will lead Poetry Springboard, a
writing workshop focused on energizing your writing through reading fantastic poems. This workshop is at Mill Valley Public
Library, 375 Throckmorton Ave. To register and for more information
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