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This Month
 

Agents and publishers say they prioritize "voice" when choosing one manuscript over another. Lucky us -- Jordan Rosenfeld
has agreed to come all the way to Mill Valley from the South Bay to tell us everything she knows about the topic. Jordan is a
fun, talented teacher; many of you probably already know of her. You can prepare for her talk by pre-ordering her forthcoming
book: The Sound of Story. I'm already hearing great things about it, and it hasn't even hit the streets yet.

Seats are filling up fast; RSVP today: 
 

Great Beginnings

In 2026, we writers have less time than ever to hook our audience. If not with the first sentence, certainly by the end of
the first paragraph, we should be reeling them in. Page one is like real estate on Central Park South in NYC: hang up your
best curtains!
 
Here are the first few words of some books on my desk. Which ones might keep you reading? Which ones will have you
wondering when you last clipped the dog’s toenails?
 
- “Two bodies were in the water, thousands of miles apart.” (You Could Be Happy Here, Erin Van Rheenen)

- “We threw a party. The same party, every year, when I was a kid.” (Blood, Bones, and Butter, Gabrielle Hamilton)

- “When I was still in Amsterdam, I dreamed about my mother for the first time in years.” (The Goldfinch, Donna Tartt)

- “Mr. and Mrs. Dursley, of number four, Privet Drive, were proud to say that they were perfectly normal, thank you very
much.” (Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone, J.K. Rowling)

- “Marley was dead, to begin with.” (A Christmas Carol, Charles Dickens) 

Now, look at the first sentence in your manuscript. If you don’t think it’s
intriguing, dig up your favorite novels and re-read the first pages. Think
about how the authors pulled you in and—go ahead—imitate them.
 
Or if you love what you wrote, send me your first paragraph (published or
unpublished) at marin@cwcmarin.com. We may print it in an upcoming
newsletter!  

 
Jean Gordon Kocienda
President, CWC Marin

 

In February

                         

 

You may not be ready to make a formal pitch to agents and publishers, but you should always be ready to talk about
your book with clarity and confidence. The time to practice your pitch is before you find yourself sitting on a plane next to
a publisher. This special two-part workshop will get you ready! Led by Women's National Book Association SF Chapter
President Brenda Knight, this workshop is a must for those planning to participate in the WNBA's Pitch-O-Rama in April,
or for anyone looking to speak like a boss about their book.

2026 Club Sneak Preview

-  Writers Group Coordinator: This year, CWC Marin Board Member Mike Van Horn will
be Point of Contact and coordinator for CWC Marin Writers' Groups (accountability
groups, beta readers and critique circles). We'll launch a page on our website soon
with details, but in the meantime, feel free to email Mike at mvh@businessgroup.biz.
Give him your contact info (email, mobile phone) and a word or two about what kind of
group you're interested in.

- CWC/Book Passage Book Fair: To celebrate Independent Bookstore Day on April 25,
2026, Book Passage in Corte Madera has agreed to host a local author book fair with
CWC Marin. They are offering a generous consignment deal, and any CWC member in good standing (any branch) is
welcome to sign up. You'll get room on a table to sell your books, and they will handle the finances. They'll even put out
refreshments! More details are coming soon, but pencil the date on your calendar and get ready to sell lots of books and
celebrate independent booksellers! 

- April CWC Norcal Leadership Conference: On Sunday, April 26, leaders and members of several Bay Area CWC
branches will come together to talk about how to make our CWC branches better. The meeting will run from 9:00 am to
3:00 pm at Zio Fraedo's restaurant in Pleasant Hill. We'd love to send one or two representatives from Marin. It's a great
networking opportunity, and if you're interested in volunteering, this is a great way to learn more. Interested? Drop us a
line at marin@cwcmarin.com. 

- Spring Events include: "Paths to Publishing" in March, "Beat the Bots" with Jane Cleland in May, and our always-
popular Summer Salon open mic reading parties in July and August. 

 

New CWC Marin Books at Copperfields! 
 

We are thrilled to present a new group of CWC Marin authors featured at Copperfield's in Larkspur. Please support them
and the independent bookstore that supports us. If you would like your book in the next round starting April 1st (no joke),
submit your books to Daniel Bacon by contacting him at daniel_bacon@prodigy.net.

Here are the featured books:

ANCHOR OUT (Barbara Sapienza) -  "Barbara Sapienza has depicted the life of this difficult, lovable woman with a
tender sensitivity that is unforgettable." --MOLLY GILES, author of All the Wrong Places

TRAVELS ON THE EDGE (MJ Pramik) - Stories and poems on travel adventures in the time of climate crisis—and ways
to develop sustainable travel.

SON ON THE RUN (Carol Emery) - A mother’s gripping account of a brilliant, loving son who succumbs to
schizophrenia.

UNCORKED (Mary Alice Stephens) - The author surrenders her alcoholic identity and confronts painful truths, while
rebuilding her life with humor and hope.

PARENTING WITH SELF COMPASSION (Dr. Jen Ferris) - Is parenting hard? A quick, easy-to-read book with practical
strategies that helps parents be gentler with themselves.
 

 

We Want to Meet You! 

See you on Sunday, January 18th at 11 am at Aroma Cafe.

Remember to buy something from the café as a courtesy to the
proprietors. Also, come a few minutes early because it takes time to

get your food, and you don't want to miss any good gossip! 

 

Holiday Party Candids
                 

    

What a great holiday party in December at Book Passage. We love our members so much, and it was fun to meet spouses
and friends, too. Thanks to Daniel Bacon and Deanna Lutzeier for these candids.  You can see even more pics from the
Holiday Party on our Facebook page. Check it out (and follow us for daily news): https://www.facebook.com/CWCofMarin
 

"Art Inspires Poetry!" Workshop at the O'Hanlon Center for the Arts
 

 

Transform visual art masterpieces into verse in this engaging three-part Ekphrastic Poetry workshop series! Attend one,
two, or all three sessions—each features different artwork, poetry techniques, and creative inspiration.

Open to both new and experienced writers, this series invites you to spark your creativity as you explore visual works
from past to present. Learn to translate imagery into words that captivate and inspire with experienced presenters Gini
Grossenbacher and Robin Gabbert, in a supportive and welcoming space.

LOCATION: In-person at the O'Hanlon Center for the Arts, 616 Throckmorton Ave, Mill Valley 

DATES:

Tuesday, January 21 – 10 am – 12 pm

Tuesday, January 28 – 10 am – 12 pm

Tuesday, February 4 – 10 am – 12 pm
 

Registration and More Information HERE

Writers Night Out
 

 

www.writersnightout.com

Shout Outs!
 
Welcome to our New and Returning Members 
 
Suzanna Jessup
Greg Anton
Nan Jackson
Mary Jane Pramik
Ronni MacLaren

We appreciate you!

Tina Harrach Denetclaw’s first book of poems, Life Travels, is now available at a discounted
advance price through January 30, 2026. Finishing Line Press will release the collection in March
2026. Early orders play an important role in supporting small publishing houses, and this one would
be deeply appreciated. 

Susanna Solomon’s short story "We're Ready for You, Albert" was published in the December 13
issue of Meat for Tea - The Valley Review. Read it here on page 79. In addition, Susanna’s story
“Ready for the Grave” can be found in the CWC bulletin. Look for it in your inbox.

Congratulations to Diane Bouchard for receiving a Masters of Fine Arts in Creative Writing at the Fall Commencement
ceremonies at Dominican University of California. She will complete her thesis and coursework in June and is working on her
debut novel, Dear Celeste.

Daniel Bacon just received the front cover design for his novel, Suburban Wildlife, which will be
published this coming spring. Humans take on the traits of animals—both good and bad—in this
darkly funny story of a family struggling to save their home from foreclosure, while learning the
value of community and commitment.

Have something to shout about? We want to celebrate with you. Maybe you finished a draft or found a key piece of
evidence for your manuscript. Maybe you got a poem published. Whatever it is, let us know. It's good for all of us to see our
peers moving forward, meeting goals, and getting recognized! Email us at marin@cwcmarin.com.  (Members Only)

Got a book coming out this year? We know a few of you have books launching this year, and we want to highlight them.
Send us an image of your book cover and a 50-word (or less) description of the book, along with any launch event
information, and we'll make sure it gets featured. (Members Only)
 

Do You Like Making Graphics? 

Do you have marketing or graphic design skills? In your past life, did you make
Power Point slides that you were a teensy bit proud of? CWC Marin could use
your help. We use Canva for our marketing graphics, and every month we have
event marketing graphics to make. Canva is an easy, web-based app, and we'd
be happy to train you. It helps if you have a basic background in making images
that are simple, easy-to-understand, and visually balanced. It also helps if you
enjoy learning new skills.

And here's the bonus--once you learn how to use Canva for CWC Marin, you can
put it to work for yourself making social media posts, flyers, business cards, or
newsletters for your personal writer's platform. Interested? Email us at
marin@cwcmarin.com for more info. 

 

Upcoming Events
This is just a sampler of things going on in our area and online. Be sure to check our fellow CWC branch websites
(https://calwriters.org/cwcbranches/). Some events come up too quickly for this monthly newsletter, so follow us on
Facebook as well. We appreciate your tips! If you know of upcoming events that fellow members might enjoy, please let
us know at marin@cwcmarin.com. 

CWC Marin offerings are highlighted in red. All times are Pacific zone and events are free of charge, unless otherwise
specified. 

Sat., Jan. 10, 9:00 am – 12:15 pm. Bay Area Independent Publishers presents Five Publishing Approaches,
Demystified. Publishing industry leaders provide an inside look at today’s most viable publishing paths: traditional,
hybrid, full-service, assisted self-publishing, and DIY models. Panelists will discuss what works, what to watch for, and
who each path best serves. Zoom event. Free for members and $20 for non-members. Register here.

Sun, Jan. 11, 1:00 to 3:00 pm. Mark your calendars for the CWC Marin event, a writing workshop with Jordan
Rosenfeld, The Sound of Character and Story: Unlocking Voice on the Page. Mill Valley Public Library, 375
Throckmorton Ave. See above for more details. RSVP here.

Tues., Jan. 13, 6:30 - 8:00 pm. Join Marin County Poet Laureate, Francesca Bell, for a workshop, Poems to Love,
Prompts to Try. Each month, participants will discuss poems and poetic devices, then spend time writing together in
response to a variety of imaginative prompts. Mill Valley Public Library, 375 Throckmorton Ave., Mill Valley.
Please register so we know how many people to expect.
 
Thurs., Jan. 15, 6:30 - 8:00 pm. Bring three minutes of your best stuff to this supportive and lively Poetry Open Mic
featuring a warm audience and light refreshments. Doors open at 6:15. Sign up at the door to read. First come, first
served until time runs out. Hosted by Marin County Poet Laureate Francesca Bell. Mill Valley Public Library, 375
Throckmorton Ave., Mill Valley. For more info.

Wed., Jan. 21 – Feb. 4, 2:30 – 4:30 pm. Book Passage is hosting a class: Writing Your Family History with Laurel
Hilton. During this two-session workshop, you will learn how to think of your ancestors, living relatives, or even yourself
as characters in a fascinating narrative. Whether you want to write short family vignettes or longer pieces that will
become a memoir, this is a great entry point for your stories. Book Passage, 51 Tamal Vista Blvd., Corte Madera. $140.
Space is limited; register now to secure your spot.

Sun., Jan. 25, 2:00 pm. Book Passage is hosting a class: Humor Writing Workshop: The Truth is Often Funny.
Discover your authentically funny voice in this engaging and fun writing workshop. Participants will create material for an
essay. There will be time to share your work and receive specific coaching on the next steps to complete your essay. 51
Tamal Vista Blvd., Corte Madera. $80. Register.

Mon., Jan. 26, 5:30 – 6:30 pm. Mill Valley Public Library is hosting From Draft to Craft: Landscape as Character. This
weekly workshop focuses on a particular craft point (setting, POV, dialogue, tension, etc.) using an illustrative excerpt
from a novel, story, essay, or memoir. Writers will be given several prompts to use as jumping-off points for their
exercise. Participants will have the option to share what they’ve written and get feedback from the instructor and fellow
workshop members. 375 Throckmorton Ave., Mill Valley. Registration is required.

Wed., Jan. 28, 6:30 - 8:00 pm. Join us at the Mill Valley Library for Local Author Panel: Writing Across Borders, a
conversation between accomplished local authors who have written about the experience of living in a different culture.
Three writers whose lives span continents and cultures will discuss identity, belonging, and the craft of storytelling.
Featuring Erin Van Rheenen, Inga Aksamit, and Joanna Kalbus. 375 Throckmorton Ave., Mill Valley. Registration is
required.
 
Thurs., Jan. 29, 5:30 - 7:00 pm. Our fellow CWC member Michael Coffino offers an ongoing workshop at the Mill Valley
Public Library. It’s a place for writers to meet, share their works in progress, and receive peer critique. Writers will read
their work aloud to the group to receive written and verbal feedback. To share with the group, please submit your <1500-
word piece, double-spaced, to jhooker@cityofmillvalley.gov at least one week before the meeting time. Stories will be
shared with other group members via email. To learn more about Michael, visit his website. 375 Throckmorton Ave., Mill
Valley. Registration is required.

Jan. 31st is the deadline for the early bird special for Pitch-O-Rama, which will be held on Saturday, April 25. Register
for only $85 as a WNBA-SF member and $130 as a non-member before it expires. Feb. 3 & 17, CWC will host a pitch
workshop to prepare for the April event. The CWC event is open to all, whether or not you plan to participate in Pitch-O-
Rama. See above for more information.   Register for the discount.
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