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Starts TUESDAY

                         

 

You may not be ready to make a formal pitch to agents and publishers, but you should always be ready to talk about
your book with clarity and confidence. The time to practice your pitch is before you find yourself sitting on a plane next to
a publisher. This special two-part workshop will get you ready! Led by Women's National Book Association SF Chapter
President Brenda Knight, this workshop is a must for those planning to participate in the WNBA's Pitch-O-Rama in April,
or for anyone looking to speak like a boss about their book.

The Sixty-Second Rule

I learned the Sixty-Second Rule when my son was in high school. It was part of a lecture for parents on the perennial
topic of how-to-talk-to-your-kid, delivered by the school principal. The question was, how do you stop parental advice
from morphing into that wah-wah voice that the Peanuts gang heard whenever a grown-up started talking?
 
Don’t talk for more than sixty seconds at a time, the principal said. Stop after a minute and wait for a reaction. If your
child responds with a question or comment, you may have a conversation on your hands. If he doesn’t respond—but
instead, looks out the window or at his phone—that is called a lecture, and everyone will be better off if you stop.
 
The Sixty-Second Rule works with grown-ups too. If you are lucky enough
to be asked what you write about, fit your response into a few confident
sentences. If your counterpart asks a clarifying question or relates it to her
own experience, you’ve got a nibble on your hook! But don’t relax into a
monologue yet. Make it an exchange of ideas. Really. 
 
It’s hard enough to get attention as writers. When we get the chance, we
should be prepared to speak with clarity, energy, and economy.  If we can’t,
why would anyone read our work?
 
Our February Perfect Pitch event gives you the floor for a comparatively
luxurious three minutes (because adults are better at feigning attention than
teenagers). I hope to see you there, and yes, I’ll keep it short.

 

Jean Gordon Kocienda
President, CWC Marin

 

Sign Ups Start March 1 at 8 am

         
 
Celebrating National Independent Booksellers’ Day
April 25, 1:00 – 3:30 pm
Book Passage, Corte Madera

$25 entry fee
 
Don’t miss the chance to showcase your books with the support of Book Passage, Left Coast Writers, and California
Writers Club of Marin!  
 
LCW, CWC Marin, and Book Passage will donate a portion of the proceeds to 10,000 Degrees, a non-profit providing
scholarships to deserving students across California.
 
Show your support for independent bookstores and college-aspiring students, mingle with the local writer community,
and sell some books!
 
Sign ups open March 1 @ 8 am and close March 30 @ 5 pm or as soon as the spots are filled. 

Check our website for the fine print! 
 

 
 

 

Have You Visited the Local Author Shelf at Copperfields?

Our new group of CWC Marin authors are on display through March at Copperfield's in Larkspur. Please support them
and the independent bookstore that supports us. If you would like your book in the next round starting April 1st (no
fools), submit your books to Daniel Bacon by contacting him at daniel_bacon@prodigy.net.

Here are the featured books:

ANCHOR OUT (Barbara Sapienza) -  "Barbara Sapienza has depicted the life of this difficult, lovable woman with a
tender sensitivity that is unforgettable." --MOLLY GILES, author of All the Wrong Places

TRAVELS ON THE EDGE (MJ Pramik) - Stories and poems on travel adventures in the time of climate crisis—and ways
to develop sustainable travel.

SON ON THE RUN (Carol Emery) - A mother’s gripping account of a brilliant, loving son who succumbs to
schizophrenia.

UNCORKED (Mary Alice Stephens) - The author surrenders her alcoholic identity and confronts painful truths, while
rebuilding her life with humor and hope.

PARENTING WITH SELF COMPASSION (Dr. Jen Ferris) - Is parenting hard? A quick, easy-to-read book with practical
strategies that helps parents be gentler with themselves.
 

 

We Want to Meet You! 

See you on Sunday, February 15 at 11 am at Aroma Cafe.

Remember to buy something from the café as a courtesy to
the proprietors. Also, come a few minutes early because it

takes time to get your food,
and you don't want to miss any good gossip! 

 

Writers Night Out

                            

 

www.writersnightout.com

Shout Outs!
 
Welcome to our New and Returning Members 
 
Lynda Richardson
Gail Fritz
Glynda Christian
Margaret Kapranos

We appreciate you!

Congratulations to CWC Marin member Colleen Dolan! Her short story, “Send in the Squirrels,” has
been published in the latest CWC Redwood Writers anthology Moonshadow. Reflecting on the piece,
Colleen shares the background for her entry: “Thirty-six young people died in the fire that took her life,
and I was in a constant state of rage until my attic became home to a tribe of clownish squirrels. They
chewed through plastic waterlines, causing my bedroom ceiling and walls to cave in. No disastrous
flood is worse than losing my daughter, and the antics of those darned squirrels continued to amuse
me despite the damage. Five months of reconstruction gave me plenty of time to volunteer at a
bereaved parents' group and to wonder: Must I ignore the disastrous neglect that led to thirty-six
needless deaths while turning my face toward love and levity? Did my daughter send the squirrels to
make me laugh again and put out the fire that scorched my soul? Perhaps.” Be sure to pick up a copy
of the anthology to enjoy this wonderful new story and support one of our talented CWC authors.

In The Great Train Heist: The California SMART Taxpayer Ripoff, CWC  member Michael J.
Coffino exposes how the Sonoma–Marin Area Rail Transit (SMART) commuter rail system became a
billion-dollar public-spending failure fueled by misleading voter campaigns, weak oversight, and
entrenched conflicts of interest. the book offers a timely warning about what happens when political
self-interest and Pollyannish intentions collide with unlimited budgets and minimal accountability.
Coming out in hardback on Feb. 3 and available for preorder 

Our CWC president Jean Gordon Kocienda’s historical novel Girl in a Box: A Novel, The
Tangled Life of Japanese Poet, Yosano Akiko. This is the story of a feisty, intelligent woman
who refused to be confined by the rules that her family and society had built for her. She
broke out of that box and overcame earthquakes, fire, and prejudice to become a name
every Japanese schoolchild knows today. (Sibylline Press, ships on 21 April 2026). Available
for pre-order!
 

Mike Van Horn just published Book 4 of his sci fi series, Alien Invasion--There Goes the
Neighborhood. Here’s the premise: What if aliens came to Earth, not to conquer us, or to save us,
but as tourists? What would they do? How would Earth react? Available now on Amazon.

A new critique group of CWC members has just launched. Six members—the ideal size. Diverse
genres, high energy and enthusiasm. It will meet each month. Members will give each other written
and verbal feedback. If you’re interested in having a critique group, there’s no reason another one
can’t get started.  Mike Van Horn is coordinating their formation—let him know. 

Have something to shout about? We want to celebrate with you. Maybe you finished a draft or found a key piece of
evidence for your manuscript. Maybe you got a poem published. Whatever it is, let us know. It's good for all of us to see our
peers moving forward, meeting goals, and getting recognized! Email us at marin@cwcmarin.com.  (Members Only)

Got a book coming out this year? We know a few of you have books launching this year, and we want to highlight them.
Send us an image of your book cover and a 50-word (or less) description of the book, along with any launch event
information, and we'll make sure it gets featured. (Members Only)
 

Support Our Fellow Members at Book Passage

Come to the Badass Book Launch on Saturday, March 7, at 1 pm at Book Passage. The Badass Widows: A Mystery, is
coming out March 6th from Sibylline Press and it's available for preorder now!

Valerie will be in conversation with fellow CWC member, Mary Alice Stephens, author of Uncorked: a Memoir of Letting Go
and Starting Over. 

 

              
 

RSVP for Alan and Patricia's event here
 

Novel Beginnings: Every Cat Knows

Editor's Note: In response to last month's message about writing catchy
book beginnings, member Tracy Tandy shared this wonderful first paragraph
to Chapter One of her Middle Grade novel Heart of the Compass, Book III,
Dreamhaven:

 
Every cat knows three things. First, and most important, they've been born
with nine lives to live. Second, when they sleep, their essential “catness” lifts
from their body and travels through Dream to another life, on a distant
world. And third? Even the tiniest kitten knows that there is a cat who can
travel through Dream to any world and share anyone’s dreams: the one-and-
only Dreamdancer.

 
 

Are you proud of your first paragraph? Send it to us at
marin@cwcmarin.com and we'll consider running it in the newsletter (250
words or less). 

 

This retreat is hosted by a member of our sister CWC branch, Redwood Writers!

 

                          

 

For Writers & Book Lovers: Featuring Authors and Teachers of Fiction, Memoir, Nonfiction & Poetry. CWC Marin
members Mary Alice Stephens and Jean Gordon Kocienda will be speaking on the panel, "Writing Forward from the
Past"! 

Saturday, March 14, 2026; 10am-6pm
Sebastopol Center for the Arts
282 S. High Street, Sebastopol

Information and Tickets Here: https://sebartsbooksatthesource2026.sched.com/about

Upcoming Events
This is just a sampler of things going on in our area and online. Be sure to check our fellow CWC branch websites
(https://calwriters.org/cwcbranches/). Some events come up too quickly for this monthly newsletter, so follow us on
Facebook as well. We appreciate your tips! If you know of upcoming events that fellow members might enjoy, please let
us know at marin@cwcmarin.com. 

CWC Marin offerings are highlighted in red . All times are Pacific zone and events are free of charge, unless otherwise
specified. 

Feb. 2 – March 2, 2:00 – 3:30. Let’s Write Together: A Creative Writing Workshop. This new five-part writing class will
feature various sample texts and inspiring prompts to get your creative juices flowing and invoke your inner muse. There
will be time to write and share your work in a safe, supportive environment. All levels and genres welcome—no
experience necessary. Taught by local poet & writer, Marcia Taylor Smith. City Hall, Edgewater Room, 420 Litho St.,
Sausalito. Register here.

Tues. Feb. 3, 6:00 - 7:30 pm and Tues., Feb. 17, 6:00 - 7:30 pm. CWC Marin presents: Perfect Pitch: Craft and
Deliver Your Elevator Pitch.  See above for details and registration.

Sat. Feb. 7, 11:00 am - 12:15 pm. Bay Area Independent Publishers Association offers a virtual program, The Latest on
How Authors Can Use AI Effectively. A former CWC presenter, Thad McIlroy, will look at the newest, practical ways
author-publishers are using AI to streamline their workflow, strengthen their manuscripts, and expand their marketing
reach—without losing their voice or control. This virtual event is free for BAIPA members, $20 for non-members. Register
here.

Sat. Feb. 7, 1:00 pm. Come support your fellow CWC members Alan Collenette and Patricia Cannon at Book Passage.
The joint author event celebrates their new works. Love Brain & Other Minefields by Alan features a mix of award-
winning poetry and short stories where women are revered, and love is both a sanctuary and a minefield for
unsuspecting men. In Wild Heart Patricia has created a book of conversations between her poems and her
photography. 51 Tamal Vista Blvd., Corte Madera. For more info.

Sat. Feb. 7 and 28, 2:00 – 4:30 pm. Creative Interfaces hosts a peer workshop for self-motivated writers interested in
reviewing each other’s work for the purpose of improvement. Give and receive feedback and build supportive
relationships. $15 per workshop. Cedar House, 1637 5th Ave., San Rafael. Register here.

Wed. Feb 11, from 3:00 – 5:00 pm. Haiku in the Garden. Join the seasonal gathering to share words and inspiration
from the garden. Guided by poet Jayne McPherson. Marin Art and Garden Center, 30 Sir Francis Drake Boulevard,
Ross. For more info.

Thurs. – Sun. Feb. 12 – 15. San Francisco Writers Conference. This major annual conference is dedicated to
empowering writers and offers opportunities to connect with publishers, editors, agents, and other industry professionals
through various sessions on craft and publishing. $895. Hyatt Regency, 5 Embarcadero Ctr, San Francisco. Register
here.

Sat. Feb. 21, 10:00 am - 12:00 pm. Bay Area Independent Publishers Association offers a virtual workshop, AI for Book
Marketing: A Practical, Hands-On Deep Dive. A former CWC presenter, Thad McIlroy, will teach us how to use AI to
sharpen your messaging, strengthen your online presence, and generate reader-focused marketing assets that actually
move the needle. Free for BAIPA members, $20 for non-members. Register here.

Wed. Feb. 25, 6:00 - 8:00 pm. Mill Valley Public Library is proud to host the launch of best-selling author Naomi
Hirahara's latest novel, Crown City. In this fish-out-of-water mystery, studded with cameos by real historical figures--
including some with Mill Valley ties. She brings to life a little-known slice of California history. 375 Throckmorton Ave.
Register here. 
 
Thurs. Feb. 26, 5:20 - 7:00 pm. Shirin Yim Leos of All Things Writerly, provides a free monthly virtual workshop for
writers. Shirin is one of our speakers in the upcoming CWC March event. For February, Jennifer Lynn Alvarez will be
presenting Twists and Turns: How to Write a Thriller. Register  here.

Sat. March 7, 1:00. We are thrilled to celebrate CWC member Valerie Saul on the release of her debut novel, The
Badass Widows. Please join us for a special book launch event at Book Passage. Book Passage, 51 Tamal Vista Blvd.,
Corte Madera. See Shout Outs above for more information.
 

CWC Marin 

Board Members 
Jean Gordon Kocienda, President

Susanna Solomon, Treasurer
Gini Grossenbacher, Membership

Daniel Bacon, Copperfield's Partnership, Coffee Social Leader
Mike Van Horn, Writing and Critique Groups POC

Robin Cohn, Newsletter Shout Outs, Calendar of Events, Meetup

We also received valuable assistance from: 
Erik Cederblom, Flash Fiction Contest 
Carol Bruce, New Member Ambassador

Valerie Saul, Event Support

Curious about helping us steer the club? Attend an upcoming Board meeting. Email us at marin@cwcmarin.com for details!
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