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Sign Ups Start Today!

         
 
Celebrating National Independent Booksellers’ Day
April 25, 1:00 – 3:30 pm
Book Passage, Corte Madera

$25 entry fee
 
Don’t miss the chance to sell your books with the support of Book Passage, Left Coast Writers, and California Writers
Club of Marin!  
 
LCW, CWC Marin, and Book Passage will donate a portion of the proceeds to 10,000 Degrees, a non-profit providing
scholarships to deserving students across California.
 
Show your support for independent bookstores and college-aspiring students, mingle with the local writer community,
and sell some books!
 
Sign ups for table space opened TODAY @ 8 am and close March 30 @ 5 pm or as soon as the spots
are filled. Don't delay -- we expect these spots to go quickly! 

Answers to your questions are on the Event page (click on the link below ), but if you still have questions, email us at
marin@cwcmarin.com.  

 

Which Publishing Path?

You've made it through the arduous process of writing, rewriting, and editing
your manuscript. After taking a moment to bask in the glow, you turn your
thoughts to publishing.

It should be easier than ever. Essentially anyone, anywhere in the world with
Internet access, can upload a pdf to Amazon and make it available instantly
to billions of people, for a paltry sum. 

Yet, the churning ocean of choices is treacherous: Do you need
representation by an agent? Should you go straight to a publisher? Can you
hire someone to hold your hand through self-publishing?  What's a vanity
publisher? What's a reputable hybrid and how much should I expect to pay?

One way to get answers is to ask fellow Club Members. If it's advice you're
looking for, you'll find a lively, opinionated bunch at our monthly coffee
socials. I make no guarantees about the quality of the advice, mind you, but
it will be delivered with conviction.

You might also want to attend the Local Author Book Fair at Book Passage on 25 April and scout out books whose
covers you like. Look at the acknowledgements and copyright pages for clues. Ask the authors why they chose their
publishing path.

And sign up now for our March 29 presentation, "Your Path Through Today's Publishing Labyrinth". Speakers Shirin
Yim Leos and Lisa Manterfield are book coaches and writers; they've been sherpa-ing folks like us for years. 

Ultimately, there is no one right answer, so don't let the dark forest of choices keep you from getting the job done.
Choose a path and proceed; your choice will probably be good enough. And before you know it, you'll be doling out
advice over a muffin, too.

 
 

Jean Gordon Kocienda
President, CWC Marin

(Photo by Valerie Saul)

New Coffee Social Location!

March Coffee Social
March 15 @ 11 am

at Studio Fourth Street
Fourth Street and F (1569 Fourth St, San Rafael)

While we love the bustle and hum at Aroma Café, many of us have been struggling to hear each other. Before Aroma Café we
used to meet outside in the Book Passage courtyard, where the weather was often an issue. We may have found a solution.
Let's meet for our March Coffee Social at the wonderful Studio Fourth Street. Bring your own coffee and crumpet. The social
is still open to members and non-members alike, and we're still offering it free of charge, but we will pass around a tip jar to
help defray the rental cost. 

Be sure to remind any of your coffee social friends about this new location. We don't anyone to go to Aroma Café by
mistake. We're very excited about this great space. Let us know what you think!

 
 

 

CWC Marin Author Meet and Greet at Copperfield's

 

CWC Marin Author Meet and Greet at Copperfield's 

Copperfield's Books, Marin Country Mart, Larkspur 

Saturday, March 21st, 11 am to 1 pm 

Drop by Copperfield's at Larkspur Landing on Saturday the 21st to support your fellow CWC Marin authors. Three of our
ranks will be on hand to sign books at our March Author Meet and Greet. Come join the festive atmosphere, as it's also
Farmers' Market day, so you can pick up a basket of fresh strawberries.

The three featured authors are:
 
Dr. Jen Ferris - Parenting with Self-Compassion
Mary Alice Stephens - Uncorked
Barbara Sapienza - Anchor Out

Two other books by CWC Marin members will also be available for purchase:
 
MJ Pramik - Travels on the Edge
Carol Emery - Son on the Run

Your presence will not only support our CWC writers, it will also help ensure that Copperfield's will continue to offer CWC
members a space to sell our books. And perhaps your book will be featured there one day. 

Want to get your book on THE COPPERFIELD'S SHELF? Submit now!

We are accepting submissions now for the next group of CWC Marin authors to be featured on the Larkspur Landing
Copperfield's Local Author shelf. Submit details about your book to Daniel Bacon (daniel_bacon@prodigy.net).

Copperfields Books 2419 Larkspur Landing Circle, Larkspur

Novel Beginnings

(Editor's Note: Catchy first paragraphs aren't just for fiction. CWC Marin Member Rosie Sorenson pulls in readers with
the first paragraph of her memoir. )  
 

“It’s 1:30 a.m. on Wednesday, March 17, 2015. I’m all alone in the cold cavernous
hospital waiting room where I’ve shoved together three sizeable ottomans of hard
burgundy vinyl, a makeshift place for me to lie down. Because they refuse to
accommodate my 5’9” frame, I’m curled up in the manner of a cat, holding tight to my
body heat, trying to halt my limbs’ inexorable slide over the edge, like spaghetti slipping
over the rim of a colander. My carry-on suitcase stands upright like a sentry. I had
packed in a hurry—a crazy person tossing in a baggie filled with almond butter slathered
onto crackers, organic walnuts, a thermos of my favorite green tea, my cervical bed
pillow, my phone charger, Steve’s wallet and who knows what else. Steve, my soul mate
of 16 years, is now lying on a steel table in the frigid operating room, being prepped to
receive a new liver. I’m calling upon every ounce of self control I possess to breathe
smoothly—in and out, in and out—nothing to worry about, just in and out. It’s been four
exhausting years since his diagnosis of non-alcoholic, cryptogenic, end-stage liver
disease—a very long slog for him and for us as he slowly deteriorated and had to relinquish a teaching job he loved.”

from If You'd Only Listen: A Medical Memoir of Gaslighting, Grit & Grace

by Rosie Sorenson, MA, MFT

Do you have a catchy first paragraph you'd like to share (250 words or less)? Send it to marin@cwcmarin.com and we
may publish it in an upcoming newsletter! 

Shout Outs!
 
Welcome to our New and Returning Members 
 
James Roberts
Kasey Arnold-Ince
Edgar Welty
Gerri Lanier
Susan Kleinman

We appreciate you!

We are happy to announce that the Marin chapter of CWC has officially surpassed 100 members. Only a few short years
ago, the pandemic hit our chapter hard. At our lowest point, our membership plummeted to fewer than twenty people, and we
faced the very real possibility that our chapter might not survive. We are only here today because of you. Thank you!

Mary Alice Stephens' book Uncorked: A Memoir of Letting Go and Starting Over won the Pencraft award.

Tracy Tandy met her deadline to format the content for her new book and is now working on the illustrations.

CWC President Jean Gordon Kocienda launches her historical novel Girl in a Box, based on the tangled life of Japanese
feminist poet Yosano Akiko, on Tuesday, April 23 at 6 pm at the lovely Edgehill Mansion, Dominican University of California,
San Rafael. Jean will be in conversation with Dr. Judy Halebsky, Director of the MFA Creative Writing program at Dominican.
Register here.

Michael J. Coffino’s book The Great Train Heist hit #5 on the USA TODAY’s Best-selling Booklist last month. His exposé
details how the Sonoma-Marin Area Rail Transit (SMART) became a billion-dollar failure, characterized by astronomical
subsidies, negligible traffic impact, and a rider base that skews heavily toward the affluent. By revealing a history of financial
mismanagement and misleading projections, the book serves as a cautionary tale for taxpayers facing an upcoming vote on
whether to continue funding this "ghost train." You can purchase it here

Have you done your own book layout? At a recent event, a non-member asked if he could be connected with someone
who might be willing to show him the ropes. He wants to try doing layout himself but doesn't want to spin his wheels. If you
have recent experience doing book layout, let us know at marin@cwcmarin.com. 
 

Have something to shout about? We want to celebrate with you. Maybe you finished a draft or found a key piece of
evidence for your manuscript. Maybe you got a poem published. Whatever it is, let us know. It's good for all of us to see our
peers moving forward, meeting goals, and getting recognized! Email us at marin@cwcmarin.com.  (Members Only)

Got a book coming out this year? We know a few of you have books launching this year, and we want to highlight them.
Send us an image of your book cover and a 50-word (or less) description of the book, along with any launch event
information, and we'll make sure it gets featured. (Members Only)
 

Badass Book Launch

               

Celebrate with CWC Marin Member Valerie Saul at her Book Launch on Saturday, March 7, at 1 pm at Book Passage.
She'll be in conversation with fellow CWC Marin member, Mary Alice Stephens, author of Uncorked: a Memoir of Letting Go
and Starting Over. 

Val will also be featured by Left Coast Writers at Book Passage on March 14th with Linda Watanabe McFerrin at 2 p.m.

In addition, The Badass Widows will be spotlighted at the CWC Redwood Writers author launch on March 28th. 

The Badass Widows: A Mystery, comes out March 6th from Sibylline Press and it's available for preorder now!

 

From the Blog

To Was or Not to Was

by Michael J. Coffino 

Like other writing coaches, I have often called out the use of “was” in literary works. Its passivity robs sentences of story
impact. The common advice is that writers conduct global search and destroy missions to rid writing of those three letters in
favor of something stronger—an action verb, a structural overhaul, anything with more panache. The editing mechanism is
akin to how you might come at adverbs.

I have come around. Slightly.

“Was” isn’t a flaw in itself. It’s neither villain nor virtue. It is a tool. The art is knowing when to let it stand and when to demand
more of yourself. In literary prose, the question isn’t “Is was wrong?” but “What do I need this sentence to do to advance the
story?”

Here are some thoughts on how to address the problem.

When “Was” Works

Factual Matters. Use “was” when the sentence
includes pure factual content rather than dramatizes
an event.

“He was the first elected committee chair.”

“The apartment above was for lease.”

Here, “was” performs a proper grammatical function:
linking subject to predicate. The sentences do not try
to animate; they convey information. Replacing “was”
with something more powerful would distort tone or
inflate importance.

Orientation and Context

Use “was” to anchor the reader in time, space, or circumstance before action unfolds.

“The escape route through the alley was narrow and debris-ridden.”

“It was that time of day before the scorching sun took over.”

In these cases, “was” situates the reader. It frames the environment or moment without competing with the action that
follows.

READ MORE...

Are you interested in writing for the CWC Marin blog? Blog Master Michael Coffno is accepting submissions. Guidelines are
on our blog page: https://cwcmarin.com/blog/

      Photo: www.michaelcoffino.com

Critique Groups Are Forming Now

Are you interested in joining a critique group? CWC Marin Board member Mike
Van Horn (seen here showing off his brand-new sci-fi novel Alien Invasion: There
Goes the Neighborhood, Book 4 in his trilogy), is organizing groups of CWC
Marin writers who are interested in critiquing each other's work. It's a great way
to get an initial sense of how your writing is working. It's also a great way to
make new friends.

CWC Members only, please. Groups can take many different forms. Contact
Mike at mvh@businessgroup.biz. He'll try to connect you with other like-minded
writers. 

 

CWC
San Joaquin Valley Writers
Presents Their
Biennial Writing Contest

"Make Us Want to Read More"
 

Submit your work to SJVW’s biennial writing contest for CWC members!

As we often hear, if you don’t grab agents—or any reader, for that matter—from the very beginning, you will lose their interest
and they won’t continue reading. With this idea in mind, the contest this year is focused on openings for prose fiction, non-
fiction, and poetry. We want to see how you hook the reader early on—how you make the reader say, “Okay. I like this! I’m
hooked!” 
 

All entries are limited to 300 words or fewer. Submission deadline is May 1, 2026. For complete details and submission
information, visit www.sjvalleywriters.org/contest 
 

March Zoom Writing Classes 

                                                                        
I'm inviting you to Celebrate the Novel
and other prose forms with us. 

You may bring prose poetry, memoir,
and other longer-form writing to work
on, as well as the novel.

Though we'll be looking at arc and
characterization in the novel, many of
the principles apply to other forms of
writing, as I will demonstrate.

Feel free to bring your works-in-
progress. 

Each class will feature a mini-lesson based on a how-to writing book, time to work on our own material, followed by
sharing and commenting in a safe space. 

Zoom, four Wednesdays, March 4 through 25th. 6-8 pm. You may attend one or all classes.

 Please let me know if you're interested, and I'll send you the pay links. $25 per class/scholarships available. Contact
me: ginis.writers1@gmail.com 

Writers Night Out

                            

 

www.writersnightout.com

Creative Writing Retreat - Get Your CWC Discount! 
 

     

 

Spring Creative Writing Retreat
Saturday, March 21

10:00am- 4:30pm

In-person at Dominican University of CA

Dominican MFA writing mentors will lead workshops in fiction, essay, memoir, and poetry. This retreat has a new format that
offers extended time in small group workshops in both the morning and the afternoon as well as group journal writing, a

nature walk, and a keynote lecture with Savala Nolan, author of Good Woman, A Reckoning.

REGISTER HERE

DETAILS & RESERVE YOUR SPOT HERE

CALIFORNIAWRITERSCLUBMARIN
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Use the Discount Code CWCDISCOUNT to get 20 percent off

Upcoming Events

This is just a sampler of things going on in our area and online. Be sure to check our fellow CWC branch websites
(https://calwriters.org/cwcbranches/). Some events come up too quickly for this monthly newsletter, so follow us on
Facebook as well. We appreciate your tips! If you know of upcoming events that fellow members might enjoy, please let
us know at marin@cwcmarin.com. 

CWC Marin o!erings are highlighted in red . All times are Pacific zone and events are free of charge, unless otherwise
specified.  Now through March 15 - The Smalls Too: A Big Contest for Small Works!

Now through March 15 - The Smalls Too: A Big Contest for Small Works! The California Writers Club proudly
announces a statewide poetry and prose contest celebrating the power of brevity. Submit your 8-line poems or 75-word
prose pieces for a chance to be featured in a forthcoming CWC publication. Small works, big impact—how much can you
say in so few words? Awards: First Place $100, Second Place $50, Third Place $25. $10 Entrance fee. Learn more

March 1 through April 19 for Haunted: The 2026 Redwood Writers Prose Anthology.  Editor Barbara Cottrell is
seeking your fiction and memoir writings that explore all interpretations of “haunted,” from supernatural encounters to
emotional echoes, lost love, unfinished business, and everything in between. Bring us your romance, your horror, your
quiet truths, and your restless spirits. Learn more

Sat. March 7, 1:00 pm. We are thrilled to celebrate CWC member Valerie Saul on the release of her debut novel, The
Badass Widows. Please join us for a special book launch event at Book Passage. Book Passage, 51 Tamal Vista Blvd.,
Corte Madera. See Shout Outs above for more information.

Sun. March 8 & 15,  11:30 am – 2:30 pm.  Beyond the Hero’s Journey: Non-Western Narrative Styles with Vanitha
Sankaran. Explore narrative styles beyond the Hero’s Journey (a popular Western cultural writing guide). From Africa to
Asia and beyond, this course will look at different structures and how to use them in your writing. $185. Book Passage,
51 Tamal Vista Blvd., Corte Madera. Learn more

Sat. March 14, 10:00 am – 6:00 pm. Books at the Source: North Bay Literary Arts Summit. Authors and teachers will
share their writing craft, publishing journeys, and books to inform our writing practices. CWC members Mary Stephens
and our president, Jean Gordon Kocienda, will be participating in this all-day event. Mary will be leading a workshop on
Developing Complex Characters for Memoirists and Novelists. At noon, Jean and Mary will be on a panel discussing
Writing Forward from the Past: Inspired by family artifacts, others’ words, and truths of character. $255.74. Sebastopol
Center for the Arts, 282 S. High Street, Sebastopol. Learn more

Sat. March 14, 2:00 pm. Join Valerie Saul in conversation with Linda Watanabe McFerrin at Left Coast Writers for a
Book Talk at Book Passage, , 51 Tamal Vista Blvd., Corte Madera. Learn more

Sun. March 29, 1:00 – 2:30 pm. CWC Marin presents: Your Path through Today's Publishing Labyrinth with writing
coaches Shirin Yim Leos and Lisa Manterfield. This workshop will help participants consider what they want from
publishing and determine which of today’s many paths best aligns with their personal definition of success. Because any
journey to publication is long, even beginning writers will benefit from learning how to set themselves up early for
success. Advanced writers who are ready to submit will also benefit by taking away focused, actionable next steps. Get
a behind-the-scenes look at the complex but exciting state of today’s publishing industry. To register and for more
information
 

CWC Marin 

Board Members 
Jean Gordon Kocienda, President

Susanna Solomon, Treasurer
Gini Grossenbacher, Membership

Daniel Bacon, Copperfield's Partnership, Coffee Social Leader
Mike Van Horn, Writing and Critique Groups POC

Robin Cohn, Newsletter Shout Outs, Calendar of Events, Meetup

We also received valuable assistance from: 

Carol Bruce, New Member Ambassador
Tracy Tandy, Local Author Book Fair

Valerie Saul, Events
Erik Cederblom, Contest

Curious about helping us steer the club? Attend an upcoming Board meeting. Email us at marin@cwcmarin.com for details!
 

Copyright © 2026 CWC Marin, All rights reserved.

Want to change how you receive these emails?
You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list.

https://calwriters.org/cwcbranches/
https://www.facebook.com/CWCofMarin
mailto:marin@cwcmarin.com
https://calwriters.org/the-smalls-too-a-big-contest-for-small-poems-prose/
https://redwoodwriters.org/prose-anthology-submission-form/
https://www.bookpassage.com/event/beyond-heros-journey-non-western-narrative-styles-vanitha-sankaran-0
https://sebartsbooksatthesource2026.sched.com/
https://www.bookpassage.com/left-coast-writers
https://cwcmarin.com/rsvp-for-march-2026-meeting/
mailto:marin@cwcmarin.com?subject=Volunteer%20Opportunities
http://www.twitter.com/
http://www.facebook.com/
http://mailchimp.com/
https://cwcmarin.us9.list-manage.com/profile?u=82f27cd1c4fb8f40e56ec40b3&id=a1b18be304&e=3431ac0ba2
https://cwcmarin.us9.list-manage.com/unsubscribe?u=82f27cd1c4fb8f40e56ec40b3&id=a1b18be304&t=b&e=3431ac0ba2&c=909f4eca86
https://login.mailchimp.com/signup/email-referral/?aid=82f27cd1c4fb8f40e56ec40b3

