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Get the Word Out! 

         

Join CWC Marin and Left Coast Writers at Book Passage! 

April 25, 1:00 pm (wrapping up at 3:15)

Book Passage, 51 Tamal Vista Blvd., Corte Madera
Join forty local authors, CWC and Left Coast Writers members, on the last Saturday of
April for a major book fair and celebration of independent bookstores like Book
Passage. 

Jasmin Darznik, author of The Bohemians, will speak at 1 pm in the event space. 

A portion of the proceeds will be donated to 10,000 Degrees, a non-profit which
provides scholarships to deserving local students. 

Be sure to tell your friends! We want to show our love for Book Passage and hard-
working authors by filling the place. If this first book fair goes well, hopefully Book
Passage will sponsor more in the future. 
 
 

Online Meeting in May

         

 
A Writer's Guide to Surviving and Thriving in the Age of AI

Thurs, May 14 at 6 pm
Online (Zoom)
$5 CWC Members (any branch, but please identify in an email to marin@cwcmarin.com)
$10 Non-Members
 

You have a story to tell, an important story, your story. Getting that story down on paper is hard, though. We writers have
to be good at so many different things, from coming up with worthy ideas to developing a twisty and clever plot, creating
relatable characters, choosing intriguing settings, generating believable dialogue, and writing evocative prose—six
crucial elements. With ChatGPT and other bots taking over the writing market, authors worry they’ll become irrelevant in
the not-too-distant future. The answer isn’t to surrender to the doom and gloom predictions.

On the contrary, it’s time to lean into your humanity, to do what artificial intelligence can’t.

Based on Jane’s book, Beat the Bots: A Writer’s Guide to Surviving and Thriving in the Age of AI, this webinar shows you
how to harness your innate creativity because if you bring your creativity, your individuality, and your judgment to your
work, you’ll out-write a chatbot all day long.
 

Jane K. Cleland, author and teacher, will be presenting. Beat the Bots: An Author’s Guide to Surviving  & Thriving in the
Age of AI, which Louise Penny described as “Brilliant!” is now available. Other books: Agatha-award winning Mastering
Suspense, Structure & Plot and Mastering Plot Twists. Also, the Josie Prescott Antiques Mysteries, including Jane
Austen’s Lost Letters  “Beguiling… Miss Austen would approve.” Publishers Weekly.  www.janecleland.com

 

Check out our new Coffee Social location!

April Coffee Social

April 19 @ 11 am
at Studio Fourth Street

Fourth Street and F (1569 Fourth St, San Rafael)

We had a great turnout at our new location in March! Mark your calendars now for the next coffee meeting: April 19, third
Sunday, as always.

Bring your own coffee and crumpet. The social is open to members and non-members alike, and it's free of charge, but we
have a tip jar at the door to help defray the rental cost (a $5 tip is cheaper than your coffee these days).
 

 
 

New Group of CWC Mariners at Copperfield's in April

Check out the covers of the new group of CWC authors for our Local Author Bookshelf at Copperfield's starting on April 1st!
Visit Copperfield's at Larkspur Landing to see these books up close and make sure Copperfield's knows how much we
appreciate the support. 

Love Brain & Other Minefields—short stories and poetry exploring intimacy, longing, and consequence. Book of the Year
Finalist INDIES International Awards. (Alan Collenette)

Druk and Mita—a heart-opening, transformative experience for readers of any age. Rich in authentic Bhutanese and
Buddhist imagery. (Tracy Tandy)

Away to See captures the beauty and spirit of Martha's Vineyard through lyrical vignettes and vibrant, full-color art. Great gift!
(Paul Norwood and Liz Norwood)

Wild Heart—discover new layers of meaning in the conversations between poems and photography in this deeply humane
work. (Patricia Cannon)

The Badass Widows is both riveting and utterly charming—a perfect blend of Killers of a Certain Age and The Thursday
Murder Club. (Valerie Saul)
 

 
Congratulations!

 

Shout Outs!
 
Welcome to our New and Returning Members 
 
Camille Cusumano
Sierra Smith
Debra Howell
Liz Norwood
Charlene Kodimer

We appreciate you!

Pat yourself on the back! Over the past year, Marin was CWC's fastest growing branch!

Alan Collenette received awards in both Genre and Literary Short Story categories from Writer’s
Digest in the 71st Annual Competition and was honored as an Award Winner in the Pacific Sun
Writers Competition for his book Love Brain & Other Minefields. His book is also a finalist in the
28th annual Foreword INDIES Book of the Year Awards in the short stories category.

Michael Coffino will discuss his latest book, The Great Train Heist: The California SMART
Taxpayer Rip-off, with Paul McHugh, a former San Francisco Chronicle columnist, on May 16 at
the Mill Valley Public Library. They will explore the origins and development of the SMART system,
review its financial and operational performance, and analyze the structural issues Michael sees as
limiting its effectiveness. Their discussion will also cover Coffino's view that the project has fallen
far short of its stated objectives and imposes significant and unjustified costs on Marin and
Sonoma taxpayers. Additionally, Michael will make his fourth appearance at Book Passage on June
20 to celebrate the publication of his new book.
 

Congratulations are also in order for Valerie Saul on her successful book launch of Badass
Widows at Book Passage. The event featured a compelling "in conversation" session with another
CWC member, Mary Alice Stephens, author of Uncorked: A Memoir of Letting Go and Starting
Over. 
 
Valerie will also be interviewed on the hit podcast "Inside the Mom’s Club," hosted by Monica
Samuel (459k+ YouTube subscribers). The interview will be available in both audio and video
formats soon.

Mike Van Horn just launched a publication on Medium called “For Small Business Owners Only”
that features articles targeted at growing businesses. Articles will be drawn from his business workbooks and his work with
owners. He’d love to know what you think.

Jean Gordon Kocienda’s article, “Keep Driving Those Nails, Ladies!” was featured last month in Women Writers, Women’s
Books.

Lots of folks turned out for the Author Meet and Greet at Copperfield’s in March to
support CWC Marin authors (left to right) Barbara Sapienza, Mary Alice Stephens,
and Dr. Jen Ferris. And what a beautiful day it was! 

Have something to shout about? We want to celebrate with you. Maybe you finished a draft or found a key piece of
evidence for your manuscript. Maybe you got a poem published. Whatever it is, let us know. It's good for all of us to see our
peers moving forward, meeting goals, and getting recognized! Email us at marin@cwcmarin.com.  (Members Only)

Got a book coming out this year? We know a few of you have books launching this year, and we want to highlight them.
Send us an image of your book cover and a 50-word (or less) description of the book, along with any launch event
information, and we'll make sure it gets featured. (Members Only)
 

Grief Panel

                          

 

Local Author Panel: On Grief and Healing

April 8, 2026, 6:00pm-7:30pm
Mill Valley Public Library, Creekside room

The Mill Valley Library presents a panel of talented local authors who have written about the complicated topic of grief and
healing. Featuring Colleen Dolan, Carol Emery Bruce and Julia Park Tracey. Moderated by Christine Walker. 

Carol Emery Bruce and Colleen Dolan are CWC Marin members, come on out to support them!

Register Here

 

 
Book Launch

                          

GIRL IN A BOX: A Novel
The Tangled Life of Japanese Poet Yosano Akiko
Thursday, April 23, 6 - 8 pm 
Edgehill Mansion, Dominican University of California, 75 Magnolia Ave, San Rafael
 

SAVE MY SEAT

If you grew up in Japan, you know about Akiko. You learned about her in school. She was the first person to translate the
classical Tale of Genji, the world's first novel, into modern Japanese. She was a prolific, passionate poet, co-founder of
Japan's first co-educational high school, a traveler, a runaway, a lover, a mother, and a feminist. Girl in a Box is historical
fiction about a strong woman whose name we all ought to know.  

Jean will be speaking with Dr. Judy Halebsky, Director of the MFA Creative Writing at Dominican. Judy is also a lover of
Japanese poetry, having trained in Butoh Dance and Noh Theatre on a Japanese Ministry of Culture fellowship in Japan. 

Seating is limited! If you can't make it to this event, there's another one below! 
 

 

Writer's Night Out
 

               

Join us on Tuesday, April 14, 2026 for Writers’ Night Out, an evening devoted to showcasing local authors and sharing our
own prose on the open mic stage!  This month we are very excited to have as our featured speaker, California Writers Club
Marin’s President, Jean Gordon Kocienda.  We look forward to a sneak preview of Jean’s historical novel, Girl in a Box, which
launches this April 21, 2026.  Join us!      - Love, The Writers' Night Out Gang
 

                

We have two new critique groups up and running. Both are meeting monthly via Zoom. Both have 4 or 5 members, so there
may be more openings. We’ll start a third group if there’s enough interest. If you’d like to know more, contact Mike Van Horn
at mvh@businessgroup.biz .

CWC Members only, please!
 

Gini's Zoom Writing Classes 

                                                                        

Hi CWC Marin Writers and Authors,

I am offering the following writing
classes this year. All classes meet on
Zoom on Wednesday evenings, 6-8
pm, except for Drop In to Write, which
meets at my house or a cafe in or near
San Rafael. 

Zoom classes are $25 per
class (attend one or all); Drop In to
Write is $10/class.Drop in to Write is
held to five participants due to space
considerations. All classes are
enrolling now. 
June - Flash Fiction (novelists, memoirists, short story authors welcome, too).
July - Drop In to Write
August - Art-Inspired Poetry  (Ekphrastic) co-taught with award-winning poet, Robin Gabbert
September - On Vacation
October - Voice & The Novel with special guest, Jordan Rosenfeld 
November - Drop In to Write (no class Thanksgiving week), Wednesdays, 4, 11 & 18.

About Drop In to Write: I provide prompts, and we work side by side on our current projects, then share our writing in a
safe space without pressure.

Let me know what questions you may have. We would love to have you join us!
Contact me through my website, www.ginigrossenbacher.com
All my best,
Gini

CWC
San Joaquin Valley Writers
Presents Their
Biennial Writing Contest

"Make Us Want to Read More"
 

Submit your work to SJVW’s biennial writing contest for CWC members!

As we often hear, if you don’t grab agents—or any reader, for that matter—from the very beginning, you will lose their interest
and they won’t continue reading. With this idea in mind, the contest this year is focused on openings for prose fiction, non-
fiction, and poetry. We want to see how you hook the reader early on—how you make the reader say, “Okay. I like this! I’m
hooked!” 
 

All entries are limited to 300 words or fewer. Submission deadline is May 1, 2026. For complete details and submission
information, visit www.sjvalleywriters.org/contest 
 

Upcoming Events

This is just a sampler of things going on in our area and online. Be sure to check our fellow CWC branch websites
(https://calwriters.org/cwcbranches/). Some events come up too quickly for this monthly newsletter, so follow us on
Facebook as well. We appreciate your tips! If you know of upcoming events that fellow members might enjoy, please let
us know at marin@cwcmarin.com. 

CWC Marin o!erings are highlighted in red . All times are Pacific zone and events are free of charge, unless otherwise
specified.  

Did you know that the Marin County Fair has a Creative Writing Contest, and it’s open for submissions? Find out more
about this great opportunity.

Wed. April 8, 6:00 pm. Local Author Panel: On Grief and Healing. Join our member Colleen Dolan for a panel of
talented local authors who have written about the complicated topic of grief and healing. Featuring Colleen Dolan, Julia
Park Tracey, and Carol Bruce. Moderated by Christine Walker. Mill Valley Public Library, 375 Throckmorton Ave., Mill
Valley. Register for the program. 

Tues, Apr 7, 8:45 am. Tune in for Valerie Saul’s live radio interview on KRSH 95.9.

Fri. April 10, 6:00 pm. Reception for the official opening of a historical exhibit highlighting the published works of 40
late Sausalito writers. The collection includes poets, novelists, playwrights, storytellers, maritime adventurers,
academics, biographers, screenwriters, cartoonists, and pundits. On view are author biographies, quintessential quotes,
and copies of their publications. The exhibit can be viewed on the top floor of City Hall (420 Litho St.) in the Historical
Society offices during these hours:

Mon. and Wed. from 10 am to 1:00 pm
2nd and 4th Sat. of the month from noon to 3:00 p.m.

Sat. April 11, 9:00 – 10:00 pm. Because the Night (Belongs to Women Writers): Reclamation and Resistance. When
we reclaim the stories of women writers who have been forgotten or misremembered, we are not only fighting back
against the record of history but also uncovering the revolutionary lives they led. Join Kim Askew and Amy Helmes of
Lost Ladies of Lit, author of Loving Sylvia Plath Emily Van Duyne, and moderator Iris Jamahl Dunkle (author of Riding Like
the Wind: The Life of Sanora Babb) as they explore feminist reclamations as a form of activism. Curated for Night of
Ideas San Francisco in partnership with San Francisco Public Library, Villa Albertine, and KQED. San Francisco Public
Library Main Branch, 100 Larkin Street.

Sat. April 11, 10:00 am – 12:00 pm. The Art of Presence: Pro Marketing & Self-Promotion Tips for Writers. With
more than three decades in advertising sales and marketing—and over a decade as a published author, Marketing
Mentor, and Gap Mindset Coach—Shawn Langwell will walk you through five practical, proven steps to help you move
past the fear of “selling yourself.” Presented by the Napa Valley Writers – Napa CWC branch. Napa Valley Unitarian
Universalists, 1625 Salvador Ave., Napa. Open to the Public. NVW Members: $10, Guests: $15. For more information

Wed., April 15, 6:30 – 7:30 pm. Author Talk: Memoirist Amanda Uhle with CWC Marin member Mary Alice Stephens.
Amanda Uhle presents Destroy This House, a tender, heartbreaking, and hilarious memoir chronicling the challenges of
growing up with a desperately scheming father, a mother plagued by an acute hoarding disorder, and parenting parents
while seeking independence. Award-winning author Mary Alice Stephens shares her raw, funny, and ultimately inspiring
journey from alcohol-fueled chaos to clarity, connection, and self-acceptance in her instant best-seller, Uncorked: A
Memoir of Letting Go and Starting Over. Mill Valley Public Library, 375 Throckmorton Ave., Mill Valley. Register here

Thurs., April 23, 6 - 8 pm. Come celebrate the book launch of our CWC president Jean Gordon Kocienda’s new book
Girl in a Box: The Tangled Life of Japanese Poet Yosano Akiko. Edgehill Mansion, Dominican University of California,
75 Magnolia Ave, San Rafael. See above or click here for more details.

Thurs. April 23, 6:30 pm. An Evening of Poetry at the Sausalito Women's Club. Hear readings from teachers, clergy,

REGISTER HERE
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Thurs. April 23, 6:30 pm. An Evening of Poetry at the Sausalito Women's Club. Hear readings from teachers, clergy,
moms and dads, and students, as they share words that sear, that soothe, that jostle our minds and mark our hearts.
120 Central Avenue, Sausalito. Reserve a seat

Sat. April 25, 1:00 – 3:00 pm. CWC Marin, Left Coast Writers, and Book Passage present the Local Author Book
Fair celebrating National Independent Booksellers’ Day. Book Passage, 51 Tamal Vista Blvd., Corte Madera. See above
for more details.

Sat. April 25, The Bookish Bay Brigade Bookstore Crawl in celebration of Indie Bookstore Day. This is an opportunity
to connect with other bookish friends, support independent bookshops, get prizes, and enjoy a scavenger hunt. Register
here

Fri. -  Sun. May 1 – 3. Sonoma Valley Authors Festival. For more information

 

CWC Marin 

Board Members 
Jean Gordon Kocienda, President

Susanna Solomon, Treasurer
Gini Grossenbacher, Membership

Daniel Bacon, Copperfield's Partnership, Coffee Social Leader
Mike Van Horn, Writing and Critique Groups POC

Robin Cohn, Newsletter Shout Outs, Calendar of Events, Meetup

We also received valuable assistance from: 

Carol Bruce, New Member Ambassador
Tracy Tandy, Events Co-Chair

Valerie Saul, Events Committee

Curious about helping us steer the club? Attend an upcoming Board meeting. Email us at marin@cwcmarin.com for details!
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