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Online (Zoom) This Month

         

 
A Writer's Guide to Surviving and Thriving in the Age of AI

Thurs, May 14 at 6 pm
Online (Zoom) Pre-registration required using button below
$5 CWC Members (any branch, but please identify in an email to marin@cwcmarin.com)
$10 Non-Members
 

You have a story to tell, an important story, your story. Getting that story down on paper is hard, though. We writers have
to be good at so many different things, from coming up with worthy ideas to developing a twisty and clever plot, creating
relatable characters, choosing intriguing settings, generating believable dialogue, and writing evocative prose—six
crucial elements. With ChatGPT and other bots taking over the writing market, authors worry they’ll become irrelevant in
the not-too-distant future. The answer isn’t to surrender to the doom and gloom predictions.

On the contrary, it’s time to lean into your humanity, to do what artificial intelligence can’t.

Based on Jane’s book, Beat the Bots: A Writer’s Guide to Surviving and Thriving in the Age of AI, this webinar shows you
how to harness your innate creativity because if you bring your creativity, your individuality, and your judgment to your
work, you’ll out-write a chatbot all day long.
 

Jane K. Cleland, author and teacher, will be presenting. Beat the Bots: An Author’s Guide to Surviving  & Thriving in the
Age of AI, which Louise Penny described as “Brilliant!” is now available. Other books: Agatha-award winning Mastering
Suspense, Structure & Plot and Mastering Plot Twists. Also, the Josie Prescott Antiques Mysteries, including Jane
Austen’s Lost Letters  “Beguiling… Miss Austen would approve.” Publishers Weekly.  www.janecleland.com

Summertime in Marin means...

            

Summer in Marin means CWC Marin Summer Salon Open Mic soirees! Start thinking now about what you'll read aloud to
your fellow club members. It can be any original creative writing (published or not): short story, excerpt of something longer, a
poem, whatever you like, as long as you can read it aloud inside five minutes. 

Salons take place at a Member's home, so space is limited. Mark these in your calendar now:
 

July
Sunday, July 26 from 4:00 - 6:00 pm at a Member's home in Mill Valley; sign up opens June 1 (30 reading spots)

August
Sunday, August 16 from 4:00 - 6:00 pm at a Member's home in San Rafael; sign up opens July 1 - Must renew Membership

first (info on renewals below). Priority given to renewed Members who did NOT get to read in July. 

 

Renew Your Commitment to the Writer Community

As summer approaches and we look toward our popular Summer Salons, we’re
grateful for our community. Thanks to you, CWC Marin is now the fastest
growing CWC branch!

The annual Membership Renewal season starts on July 1. Here's what you need
to know: 

Renewal Period: CWC at the state level recently voted to shorten the
renewal period from three months (July - September) to two (July-August). 
Renewal Fee: CWC also voted to keep the annual membership fee at $45
(new memberships are still $65, half-year will still be $42.50). As prices go
up on everything, it's nice to know that CWC has not raised its rates in
more than twenty years. 
For those enrolled in auto-renewal, your credit card will be charged $45 on July 1. In late May or early June, you’ll
receive an email reminder confirming the upcoming charge.  If your plans have changed and you’d prefer not to
renew, simply reply to that message before July 1 and ask to be removed. If you can't remember if you signed up for
auto-renew, watch for that email before mid-June.
If you didn't enroll in auto-renewal, you will receive a paypal invoice by email. More details coming in next month's
newsletter, so sit tight for now.

Thank you for being part of this creative circle. We look forward to gathering again—sharing words, ideas, and inspiration—at
our Summer Salons and Coffee Socials.

 

Don't Miss Out on Our Monthly Coffees!

May Coffee Social

May 17 @ 11 am
at Studio Fourth Street

Fourth Street and F (1569 Fourth St, San Rafael)

Bring your own coffee and crumpet. The social is open to members and non-members alike, and it's free of charge, but we
have an optional tip jar at the door to help defray the rental cost (a $5 tip is cheaper than your coffee these days).
 

      

Group shot! Below, left to right: Colleen Dolan, Warwick Dunnett, Carol Bruce, with their books

Below: Robin Cohn holds forth while others listen in. (Photos courtesy of Mark Morris.)

See our authors at Copperfield's 

These CWC authors are currently featured on the Copperfields' local author bookshelf at Larkspur Landing! Come check
them out for real and be sure Copperfield's knows how much we appreciate the support. Someday it might be your book on
the shelf! 

 
  
 

Shout Outs!
 
Welcome to our New and Returning Members 
 
Kitty Edwinson
Shaun Church

We appreciate you!

Jean Gordon Kocienda is holding an author talk (in Japanese!) with Prof. Noboru Ota and Japanese tea ceremony expert
Nancy Hamilton at the Yosano Akiko Club annual meeting, Sakai Plaza of Rikkyu and Akiko, Sakai, Japan on May 30.
https://sakai-rishonomori.com/. She's also holding an event on May 17 at Books Inc. in Campbell (see Events below), and got
a writeup in the Marin IJ following launch of historical novel Girl in a Box at Dominican University last month.

Our members Carol Jacobsen and Valerie Saul participated in the Redwood Writers
Author Launch with their newly published books. Carol read from her book
Enterprising Entrepreneurs: 16 Women of Color and Accomplishment. Through
original portraits and accessible biographies, the book explores Black women’s
entrepreneurship, leadership, and economic impact in American history. Valerie
celebrated the release of her work of fiction, Badass Widows: A Mystery, featuring
unconventional characters, irreverent humor, and the power of female friendship.

Susanna Solomon’s short story "The Assignment," is online in the April edition of the
Mill Valley Literary Review.

We are pleased to announce that Laura Peracchio won second prize in the Smalls Too CWC contest for her short story “After
the Fall.”

Colleen Dolan is proud that her short-short story “Seventy-four” will be included in a state-wide anthology, The Shorts Too,
published by the statewide California Writers Club.

Our Membership chair, Gini Grossenbacher, will be the keynote speaker at the Redwood Writers Conference on Saturday,
October 17, 2026. More details forthcoming.

Susanna Solomon is thrilled to announce that her short story, "Your Account Has Been Terminated" has just been accepted
by the Arlington Literary Journal. It will appear in an upcoming 2026 issue.

Alan Collenette’s Love Brain & Other Minefields recently brought home three awards: Book of the Year finalist in the Indies
Book of the Year Awards, and in the Bookfest Awards, First Place for Short Stories and Third Place for Poetry. The collection
explores love, loss, humor, and vulnerability in both fiction and poetry.

Congratulations to Lane Dooling, who wrote an article for the Bay Area edition of Local News Matters about Mill Valley’s
Sweetwater Music Hall. For over 50 years, it has evolved from a legendary 1972 watering hole into a renowned nonprofit
venue that hosts world-class artists such as Jerry Garcia and Elvis Costello. Today, the hall preserves its rich musical legacy
by balancing eclectic performances with educational programming and community partnerships that serve Marin’s diverse
populations. For more, read “Mill Valley’s storied Sweetwater Music Hall fosters community, offers opportunities for all.”

If you are in Sonoma County, look for this billboard off of Highway 101 advertising
Michael J. Coffino’s bestselling book, The Great Train Heist: The California SMART
Taxpayer Rip-off.

 

Have something to shout about? We want to celebrate with you. Maybe you finished a draft or found a key piece of
evidence for your manuscript. Maybe you got a poem published. Whatever it is, let us know. It's good for all of us to see our
peers moving forward, meeting goals, and getting recognized! Email us at marin@cwcmarin.com.  (Members Only)

Got a book coming out this year? We know a few of you have books launching this year, and we want to highlight them.
Send us an image of your book cover and a 50-word (or less) description of the book, along with any launch event
information, and we'll make sure it gets featured. (Members Only)
 

 
The Local Author Book Fair in April was a big success! CWC Marin and Left Coast Writers authors at Book Passage

celebrated National Independent Booksellers' Day on April 25. One-hundred percent of our sign up fees was donated, along
with those of Left Coast Writers', to the non-profit 10,000 Degrees, which provides scholarships to deserving Bay area

students. Big thanks to Elaine Petrocelli of Book Passage, and her staff, for hosting us.

Above: CWC Marin and LCW Writers (Photos: Mark Morris). Below: Marilyn Geary soaks up the sun as she sells books.

     

 
                                                                     

             

Below: Mitchell Sam "Mitch" Rossi signs a book.

(Below) Gini Grossenbacher, Shawn Langwell, and Tracy Tandy

 

 
Let's talk about it

                              
Sat May 16 
1:00 pm
Mill Valley Public Library
 

SAVE MY SEAT
 
 

 
Writer's Night Out

                              

Bundle up and bring something you're working on to read aloud to a supportive, pleasantly inebriated audience of fellow
writers. Dress warmly; we're out on the patio. Questions? Check www.writersnightout.com

 

Get Your CWC Marin Discount! 

 
Creative Writing 3-Day Course at Dominican in San Rafael
Friday, June 5 through Sunday, June 7th

Award-winning author and MFA writing mentor, Joan Baranow, will lead a writing studio each morning focused on generating
new writing. In the afternoons and evenings, participants will join MFA students in lectures, craft talks, workshops, and other
activities. 

On Sunday afternoon, participants are invited to give a reading of their work-in-progress in Edgehill Mansion. Friends and
family are invited to attend.

CWC Members and friends can get a $49 discount by using the code CWCDISCOUNT when registering.

To view a full schedule of events and register, CLICK HERE. 

REGISTER HERE

Subscribe Past Issues RSSTranslate

https://mailchi.mp/f8b9e75e6758/cwc-marin-whats-on-in-february-8341803?e=3431ac0ba2
https://www.facebook.com/CWCofMarin
http://cwcmarin.com/
mailto:marin@cwcmarin.com
https://cwcmarin.com/rendezvous-for-the-may-2026-meeting/
https://janecleland.com/books/beat-the-bots/
http://www.janecleland.com/
https://cwcmarin.com/rsvp-for-the-summer-salon/
https://cwcmarin.com/copperfields-bookshelf/
https://sakai-rishonomori.com/
https://www.marinij.com/2026/04/25/3-new-books-by-marin-authors/
https://shop.sibyllinepress.com/products/girl-in-a-box-a-novel?srsltid=AfmBOop9Kd1R9VLq_kyPWo1xvXgPpg8Dgd3nhTUp9FiE_IMMynNHiXbs
https://www.caroljacobsen.org/
https://valeriesaul.com/
https://millvalleylit.com/
https://www.alancollenette.com/lovebrain%23:~:text=Love%20Brain%20&%20Other%20Minefields,eBook%20and%20Kindle%20Available%20Now
https://localnewsmatters.org/2026/04/16/mill-valleys-storied-sweetwater-music-hall-fosters-community-offers-opportunities-for-all/
mailto:marin@cwcmarin.com?subject=Shout%20Outs%20Submission
https://10000degrees.org/students-alumni/scholarships/
https://millvalleylibrary.libcal.com/event/16417508
https://millvalleylibrary.libcal.com/event/16417508
https://www.writersnightout.com/
http://www.writersnightout.com/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/green-room-creative-writing-course-at-dominican-university-of-ca-tickets-1986841317866
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/green-room-creative-writing-course-at-dominican-university-of-ca-tickets-1986841317866?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://cwcmarin.com/rendezvous-for-the-may-2026-meeting/
http://eepurl.com/cFi205
https://us9.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=82f27cd1c4fb8f40e56ec40b3&id=a1b18be304
https://us9.campaign-archive.com/feed?u=82f27cd1c4fb8f40e56ec40b3&id=a1b18be304
javascript:;
Jean Gordon Kocienda



                

We have two new critique groups up and running. Both are meeting monthly via Zoom. We’ll start a third group if there’s
enough interest. If you’d like to know more, contact Mike Van Horn at mvh@businessgroup.biz .

CWC Members only, please!
 

The Hidden Story: CWC Napa Valley Writing Contest

                
 

CWC Napa Valley Writers invites submissions of fiction and creative nonfiction prose for their 2026 anthology, The Hidden Story: What

Shocked, Surprised, or Shattered a World.

They welcome:

Literary fiction and flash fiction

Personal essays and memoir

Experimental prose

Deadline for Submissions is June 1, 2026

Submission fee: $20 for CWC members, $25 for non-members.

Open to the public.

DETAILS AND SUBMISSIONS HERE 

 

Gini's Zoom Writing Classes 

                                                                        

Hi CWC Marin Writers and Authors,

I am offering the following writing
classes this year. All classes meet on
Zoom on Wednesday evenings, 6-8
pm, except for Drop In to Write, which
meets at my house or a cafe in or near
San Rafael. 

Zoom classes are $25 per
class (attend one or all); Drop In to
Write is $10/class.Drop in to Write is
held to five participants due to space
considerations. All classes are
enrolling now. 
June - Flash Fiction (novelists, memoirists, short story authors welcome, too).
July - Drop In to Write
August - Art-Inspired Poetry  (Ekphrastic) co-taught with award-winning poet, Robin Gabbert
September - On Vacation
October - Voice & The Novel with special guest, Jordan Rosenfeld 
November - Drop In to Write (no class Thanksgiving week), Wednesdays, 4, 11 & 18.

About Drop In to Write: I provide prompts, and we work side by side on our current projects, then share our writing in a
safe space without pressure.

Let me know what questions you may have. We would love to have you join us!
Contact me through my website, www.ginigrossenbacher.com
All my best,
Gini

Upcoming Events

This is just a sampler of things going on in our area and online. Be sure to check our fellow CWC branch websites
(https://calwriters.org/cwcbranches/). Some events come up too quickly for this monthly newsletter, so follow us on
Facebook as well. We appreciate your tips! If you know of upcoming events that fellow members might enjoy, please let
us know at marin@cwcmarin.com. 

CWC Marin o!erings are highlighted in red . All times are Pacific zone and events are free of charge, unless otherwise
specified.  

Fri. May 1 – 3, Sonoma Valley Authors Festival. This is a premier three-day weekend event featuring a diverse lineup of
writers across all genres. For more information

May 1 – 30. CWC  Mount Diablo is sponsoring a Summer Writing Contest for flash fiction and poetry with cash prizes.
For more information

Thurs. May 14, 6:00 – 7:10 pm. CWC presents Beat the Bots: A Writer's Guide to AI. See above for more details.

Sat. May 16, 1:00 - 2:30 pm. Michael Coffino will discuss his latest book, The Great Train Heist: The California SMART
Taxpayer Rip-off, with Paul McHugh, a former San Francisco Chronicle columnist. They will explore the origins and
development of the SMART system, review its financial and operational performance, and analyze the structural issues
Michael sees as limiting its effectiveness. Their discussion will also cover Coffino's view that the project has fallen far
short of its stated objectives and imposes significant and unjustified costs on Marin and Sonoma taxpayers. Mill Valley
Public Library, 375 Throckmorton Ave., Mill Valley. For more information and to register.

Sun. May 17, 3 pm. Join Jean Kocienda for her Girl in a Box Second Launch and Celebration of Japanese Women’s
Traditional Arts, with live calligraphy and shamisen performance. Books Inc., 1875 S. Bascom Ave., Campbell. Register
here.

Sat. June 6, 10:30 am - 12:00 pm Write Now!: Salon Saturdays hosted by The Writing Salon. Offered on a monthly
basis, this class will be led by a different teacher each meeting so that you can sample a range of The Writing Salon’s
hottest prompts and most imaginative teachers. $23.25 Members, $25.00 Non-members. 2042 Balboa St., San
Francisco. For more information and to register.
 

CWC Marin 

Board Members 
Jean Gordon Kocienda, President

Susanna Solomon, Treasurer
Gini Grossenbacher, Membership

Daniel Bacon, Copperfield's Partnership, Coffee Social Leader
Mike Van Horn, Writing and Critique Groups POC

Robin Cohn, Newsletter Shout Outs, Calendar of Events, Meetup

We also received valuable assistance from: 

Carol Bruce, New Member Ambassador
Tracy Tandy, Events Co-Chair

Valerie Saul, Events Committee

Curious about helping us steer the club? Attend an upcoming Board meeting. Email us at marin@cwcmarin.com for details!
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